FACT SHEET

Oakenden Grower Group (April 2008)
Information you need before purchasing GPS RTK System
	1. Examine local terrain for 

· Hills 

· Tree lines 

· Area to be covered by GPS

· Community base stations???

· Repeatability


	2. Find out systems available

· Ag Guide

· GPS Ag

· Trimble 

· Other systems in other areas???



	3. Find out what systems the community base stations can handle


	4. Find out about the closest community base station.

· Location

· Signal strength 

· Signal accuracy

· Terrain [tree lines] existing between area to be covered and base station 

· Repeatability

	5. Find out which system gives the best coverage

· Drive around and check for signal strength

· Check for signal strength around trees and ridges more intensely 

· Check tractor compatibility with each system

· Check what the system chosen can be adapted to e.g. 

1. Variable rate 
2.  Flow control 

· Repeatability


	6. Service and Backup

· Is service available locally?

· Is technical backup available 
            locally?


1. Accessible to upgrades

2. Will upgrades be accepted by unit?

· Who does the installation?



	7. Purchase the unit that is most suited to the application required.
	8. Reliability – 

· What heat is produced by unit?

· What is an acceptable down time for repairs?

· Are exchange units available in case of breakdown?




